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Clean Air Action Plan Update Begins
Changes aimed at maintaining, expanding successes

Environmental planners at the San Pedro Bay ports are working on an update to the master strategy for reducing air pollution from port-related sources.

The Ports of Long Beach and 
Los Angeles are working to 
update the San Pedro Bay Ports 
Clean Air Action Plan as the 10th 
anniversary of the landmark 
agreement approaches.

The document, last updated in 
2010, was developed by the ports in 
cooperation with local, state and 
federal environmental agencies, with 
a goal of significantly reducing the 
health risks posed by air pollution 
from ships, trains, trucks, terminal 
equipment and harbor craft.

The most recent emissions inventory 
found that key air pollutants from 
port-related sources in 2014 were 

significantly reduced as a result of 
the plan and other measures. The 
study showed that diesel emissions 
had dropped 85 percent and 
greenhouse gases were 21 percent 
lower, compared to 2005 levels, 
during a time when trade increased 
2 percent. Nitrogen oxides and 
sulfur oxides were cut by 50 percent 
and 97 percent, respectively.

Port of Long Beach Manager of Air 
Quality Practices Renee Moilanen 
said that the yearlong process to 
update the plan will take a more 
comprehensive look at air-quality 
strategies, with a particular emphasis 
on mobile sources of pollution – the 
trucks, ships and other vehicles 

that move cargo. A first public 
workshop, held at Banning’s Landing 
in Wilmington in October, was the 
beginning of public outreach for 
the Clean Air Action Plan update.

Because the ports have done so much 
already in so many of the categories, 
much of the effort going forward will 
involve maintaining those reductions 
in the face of rising cargo growth.

“We need to hold onto the reductions 
we’ve already achieved and find 
new ways to cut pollution even 
more. With an ultimate goal of zero 
emissions, we will be exploring new 
fuels, new technologies and new 
efficiencies in our ongoing quest 
for cleaner air,” Moilanen said.

STAY CONNECTED 
Learn more about the Clean Air Action Plan and how you can participate in the update process at  
www.cleanairactionplan.org.
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Cargo containers moving through the Port of Long Beach carry goods for the holiday season.

As the holidays approach, 
the Port of Long Beach is 
working hard to help families 
near and far celebrate.   

This year, improving employment 
rates and a strengthening economy 
may drive strong holiday sales.  
Jonathan Gold, vice president of 
supply chain and customs policy 
of the National Retail Federation, 
noted that many West Coast ports 
experienced high volumes of cargo 
in late summer and early fall. 

In August, for example, the 
Port of Long Beach enjoyed the 
busiest month in its 104-year 
history. September and October 
imports were also strong.

“Retailers have higher inventory than 
last year,” Gold said. “This shows 
optimism for a robust holiday season.”  

Gold added that this holiday 
season is important, given the 
difficult 2014 season, which was 
plagued by delayed shipments 
and a softer economy. “In 
general, retailers are feeling good 
about the season,” he said.

Most seasonal purchases made 
across the country, from specialty 
food items to gifts and decorations, 
come through the Long Beach-
Los Angeles harbor complex. 

“Imports coming through Long 
Beach literally travel to every one 
of the lower 48 states,” said Walter 
Kemmsies, Ph.D., chief economist 

at the global infrastructure firm 
Moffatt & Nichol. “Shoppers depend 
on the Port of Long Beach to help 
them put gifts under their trees.” 

In terms of goods movement and 
international shipping, the holidays 
really began in late summer — the 
start of the peak shipping season 
as retailers work to get ahead 
of the holiday rush. “Most non-
perishable and non-food items come 
through by October,” Kemmsies 
said. “But people cook up a storm 
right around Christmas, and 
since many food items don’t keep, 
they can’t ship early. So the peak 
doesn’t end until mid-December 
when all the produce, meats and 
confections come through.” 

Happy holidays!

Season of Plenty
Holidays bring both good cheer and cargo to Long Beach
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Got Rail 
Investing in the Future

28
Percentage of container 
cargo moved today 
by on-dock rail

When you think of the Port of Long Beach, you probably think of ships. 

But don’t forget, railroads are very important in goods movement. 

In fact, the Port is investing about $1 billion in rail improvements to 

enhance on-dock rail capacity, velocity and safety. On-dock rail is a 

cleaner, more fuel-efficient way of moving cargo directly to and from 

the waterfront. Trains are a big part of the Port’s efforts to move 

cargo faster with less air pollution.

12,000ft =           X 40
Longest on-dock trains built at Long Beach

41
Percentage of U.S. freight 
ton-miles moved by rail
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$1 billion
Cost of rail infrastructure 
improvements planned  
at Long Beach over the  
next 10 years 

750
Truck trips eliminated 
by one double-stacked 
on-dock train

12,000ft =           X 40
Longest on-dock trains built at Long Beach
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PHOTOGALLERY on Display at MOLAA
Local photographers’ Port images on exhibit

A showcase of images from the 
Port of Long Beach — captured 
by both professional and amateur 
photographers — awaits 
you at the Museum of Latin 
American Art in Long Beach.  

The show, sponsored by the Port of 
Long Beach and the Arts Council for 
Long Beach, runs through Jan. 3. It 
features the work of more than 70 
artists who participated in the third-
annual PHOTOGALLERY program 
and were given an exclusive, behind-
the-scenes look at the harbor with 
the opportunity to take photos.

PHOTOGALLERY allows the public 
to see the Port from an artistic 
perspective, said Stuart Ashman, 
President and CEO of MOLAA.

“We all know that the Port is an 
economic engine, and some images 
capture the grandeur and scale of the 
Port in its immense power,” Ashman 
said. “There are also photographers 

who zoom right into a telling detail of 
rust on a ship, a reflection in the water, 
or the wildlife that inhabits the port, 
providing a new and  unexpected view 
of this monumental hub of activity 
that is the Port of Long Beach.”

The three-part workshop, tour and 
gallery showing have become quite 
popular among local photographers, 
said Michael Gold, Port of Long Beach 
Director of Communications and 
Community Relations. “This year, 
registration for the workshop and tour 
filled up in just a few minutes,” Gold 
said. “And a huge addition this year 
is that we had 10 Long Beach Unified 
high school students participating.”

Photos are on display in MOLAA’s 
newest gallery: The Port to Learning, 
Port of Long Beach Education 
Gallery. In previous years, the 
PHOTOGALLERY exhibit was on 
display in other venues in Long Beach. 
Showing it at MOLAA will allow more 
of the public to see it, Gold said.

“MOLAA is a Long Beach cultural 
institution,” Gold said. “Housing 
our exhibit in its gallery provides 
a much broader viewing audience, 
and we think the work deserves 
that. The art is that good.”

Going forward, MOLAA will use  
the Education Gallery space for  
arts education programs with  
local schools.

Open through Jan. 3 

Museum of Latin American Art 
628 Alamitos Ave., Long Beach, 
CA 90802

www.molaa.org

For more information, visit  
www.polb.com/photoworkshop

Images captured in the harbor grace the walls of a special Port of Long Beach-sponsored museum photo exhibit.
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When the community gathers 
for holiday festivities and other 
events, the Port of Long Beach 
will be there to engage with  
its neighbors.

From Willmore to Central Long Beach 
to Naples, the Port sponsors the 
parades and other events that the 
community depends upon to mark 
the holidays, Long Beach style. From 
holiday parades to fresh snow in the 
park, you too can find a lot of variety 
in these events.

Join us for as many of the events as 
you can make and you’ll feel closer 
than ever to Long Beach. You’ll also 
have a chance to find out more about 
what the Port is working on these 
days to create jobs and improve the 
environment. See you there!

Here’s the schedule:

• 33rd Annual Belmont Shore 
Christmas Parade, 6 p.m., Dec. 5, 
2nd Street in Belmont Shore.

• 62nd Annual Daisy Avenue 
Christmas Tree Lane Parade, 
5 p.m., Dec. 12, Daisy Avenue 
between Burnett Street and PCH.

• 69th Annual Naples Island 
Holiday Boat Parade, 6 p.m.,  
Dec. 12, viewing available around 
the Naples Island area.

• Winter in Willmore event, 1 p.m., 
Dec. 19, Drake Park.

• 28th Annual Long Beach Martin 
Luther King Jr. Peace and Unity 
Parade Celebration, 10:30 a.m. 
(parade start) Jan. 16, 2016. Parade 
will run along Martin Luther King Jr. 
Avenue beginning at the Anaheim 
Street intersection and ending at 
Martin Luther King Jr. Park for the 
celebration, which lasts until 5 p.m.

Floating Through the Holidays with the Port

Like, Follow, Subscribe
Connect with us for the latest Port 
updates, news and events by liking, 
following, subscribing and signing 
up for email updates at polb.com/
subscribe, or on social media:

Facebook.com/portoflb

Instagram: @portoflongbeach

Twitter: @portoflongbeach

YouTube.com/portoflongbeach

Right: Winter in  Willmore event

Bottom right:  Daisy Avenue Christmas  
Tree Lane Parade
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When you’re driving through a 
city intersection at night, the 
Port of Long Beach is helping to 
light your way.

In October, work began on a citywide 
LED (light-emitting diode) streetlight 
retrofit program expected to save $1.2 
million in annual energy costs and 
cut pollution from carbon emissions 
equivalent to taking almost 21,000 
cars off the road.

In the first phase of the project, which 
is entirely funded by a $659,000 
Port of Long Beach greenhouse gas 
reduction grant, the city is replacing 
1,750 intersection lights.

“Our grants are an important part of 
showing our commitment to being 
the Green Port,” said Board of Harbor 
Commissioners President Lori Ann 
Guzmán. “Cutting greenhouse gases 
is a key goal of the program.” 

In the second phase, Long Beach will 
change out the 23,320 high-pressure 
sodium lights currently illuminating 
city streets for LED streetlights, at a 
cost of about $6 million. The Port is 
not funding the second phase, but 
Southern California Edison offered 
$3.2 million in utility rebates to the 
City for the retrofit.

According to officials, the retrofit will 
save about 9.6 million kilowatt-hours 
of electricity each year. That’s enough 
to power nearly 900 homes, and 
will reduce the city of Long Beach’s 
overall energy consumption by 
almost 10 percent. In the future, the 
lights will have brightness controls 
that allow public safety responders to 
adjust them during emergencies.

The LED lights used for the 
streetlights have a projected lifespan 
of 100,000 hours, or 24 years. 
Projected lifetime savings for the 
retrofit are estimated at $15.1 million.

Port Helps to Fund Streetlight Project
Energy-saving LEDs will reduce greenhouse gases
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Thanks in part to a greenhouse gas reduction 
grant from the Port, Long Beach is getting new 
energy-saving streetlights. City and port officials 
flipped a big switch to turn on the first of the lights 
on Oct. 29 at Third Street and Cedar Avenue.


