Port Trucking Fleet Cleans Up Its Act
Clean-air goal achieved nearly two
years ahead of schedule
January 4, 2010
White will be a popular color for port trucks in
2010. The Port of Long Beach ushered in the
New Year with a major Clean Trucks Program
milestone, banning thousands of older more
polluting trucks and replacing them mostly with
the signature white rigs that now service the
Port.
In recent months, newer, cleaner diesel and liquefied natural gas trucks have been
seen in increasing numbers, especially on the 710 Freeway, a main transportation
corridor for cargo movement in and out of the Port. At the same time, about 8,000 old,
dirty diesel trucks have been forever barred from the Port of Long Beach under the
stringent emissions limits of the Clean Trucks Program.
“This is a landmark achievement for the City of Long Beach and on behalf of the Port,
I’d like to thank our partners in the trucking industry for supporting this program and
purchasing clean trucks,” said Nick Sramek, President of the Long Beach Board of
Harbor Commissioners. “Truck pollution is a major concern in Long Beach and the
region. I’m very proud that we’re close to meeting our 2012 goal two years ahead of
schedule.”
About 90 percent of all truck engines now meet the strict U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency 2007 emissions standards, for a pollution reduction of nearly 80
percent since the program began in 2008.
The Port of Long Beach kicked off its Clean Trucks Program in October 2008 with a ban
on all trucks built before 1989.
As of New Year’s Day, all 1993 and older drayage trucks, as well as unretrofitted 19942003 trucks are banned. However, following the California Air Resources Board’s lead,
about 1,300 trucks in this region have been granted a temporary exemption, for
owners who have obtained grant funding but are still awaiting delivery. Approximately
250 more trucks have also been granted a temporary exemption if owners have
executed a binding purchase agreement for a privately funded truck and are still
awaiting delivery. For the exempted trucks, the owners have until the new truck is
delivered or April 30, 2010, whichever comes first.

The final deadline will be Jan. 1, 2012, when all trucks entering Port shipping facilities
must meet the EPA 2007 standard.
The Clean Trucks Program was designed to cut emissions from big-rigs by 80 percent
by January, 2012. However, the program has nearly achieved the 80 percent reduction
already, because of a quicker-than-expected turnover of the trucking fleet.
“As proud as we are of the Clean Trucks Program’s success, it’s just one example of
the many ways we are tackling air pollution at the Port,” Sramek said. “The
locomotives, the ships, tugboats, cargo equipment – if it creates pollution, we’re
working on a way to clean it up.”
Contact: Art Wong, Port of Long Beach Assistant Director of Communications/Public
Information Officer, (562) 590-4123, (562) 619-5665 (cell), or wong@polb.com.
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