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CEQA/NEPA Process

Á Proposal to replace existing Gerald Desmond Bridge with new 
cable-stayed bridge

Á Port prepared environmental impact report (EIR) under 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)

Á California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) reviews 
project on behalf of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
and prepared an environmental assessment (EA) under the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)



Gerald Desmond Bridge
- Existing Conditions

Á Steel tied-arch truss bridge

Á Completed in 1968

Á Seismically deficient

Á 156 feet above channel

Á 5.5 to 6 percent grade

Á Four through-traffic lanes

Á No shoulders

Á Concrete deterioration (falling chunks)



Gerald Desmond Bridge
- Existing Conditions Cont.

Á Traffic projections expected to exceed bridge capacity

Á FHWA says bridges with sufficiency rating of less than 50 
warrant replacement

Á Gerald Desmondôs score: 43



Proposed Project Objectives

Á Provide a bridge that is structurally sound and seismically 
resistant

Á Reduce approach grade to bridge

Á Handle current and future car and truck traffic

Á Provide vertical clearance for larger marine vessels



Project Alternatives

ÁFour alternatives were evaluated

ÅNorth-side alignment

ÅSouth-side alignment

ÅRehabilitation

ÅNo project alternative

ÁNorth-side alignment deemed the most feasible 
alternative



Proposed Project
(North-side Alignment Alternative)

ÁSignature cable-stayed bridge designed to last 100 years

Á140 feet north of existing bridge

Á200 feet above Back Channel 


